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MazepaGate: How Mazepa was whitewashed, and what do Tatarov
and developers' lobbyists in the Parliament have to do with it?

Iryna Fedoriv, Head of the civic initiative “Holka” (“The Needle”)

Exactly one year ago, the State Bureau of Investigation detained IThor Mazepa. The case
concerned the construction of cottages on the land of the Kyiv hydroelectric power plant,
which is a critical infrastructure.

The study conducted by the Holka Civic Initiative does not analyze the documents
from the case. It contains only an analysis of the information field that was
formed around this case by the Telegram channels and some media. Apparently,
the results of the study prove that the information field in the Mazepa case was
constructed in a way that would allow the developers to pass the rules of the game
they needed through the Parliament.

After Mazepa's detention, a wave of posts supporting Mazepa immediately followed on
Telegram, constructing the image of an “honest businessman” targeted by “bad law
enforcement agencies.”

Now, referring to this Mazepa case, MP Thor Fris (Servant of the People) is introducin a
bill with corruption risks in the interests of developers (12089).



https://glavcom.ua/kyiv/news/dbr-oholosilo-pidozri-zabudovnikam-semi-hektariv-zemel-kijivskoji-hes-981207.html
https://holka.org.ua/research/mazepagejt-yak-nedobrochesni-zabudovnyky-formuyut-informaczijne-pole-dlya-lobiyuvannya-interesiv-u-parlamenti/
https://holka.org.ua/imenem-mazepy-amnistiya-derybannykam-i-rynkova-kompensacziya-shho-vyrishyv-ekologichnyj-komitet-u-parlamenti/
https://holka.org.ua/kompensacziya-z-byudzhetu-dlya-derybannykiv-hto-v-parlamenti-proponuye-splachuvaty-yim-rynkovu-vartist/
https://holka.org.ua/kompensacziya-z-byudzhetu-dlya-derybannykiv-hto-v-parlamenti-proponuye-splachuvaty-yim-rynkovu-vartist/

This initiative is being lobbied for personally by the Deputy Head of the Presidential
Office, Oleh Tatarov, who emphasized at the committee meeting that “so-called
activists” who “earn a lot of money” are profiting from opposing business.

What is the danger of draft law 12089? Claims against developers are proposed
to be nullified if they have owned the land for more than 10 years. And if the
state or community suddenly wants to return the lost forest or coastline earlier,
a deposit will have to be made to the court's account from the budget (!) - the
market (!) value of such property. Then developers will not even have to build
anything - there is every chance of receiving funds from the budget directly.

The draft law is already being prepared for the second reading after it_ was supported
by the Servants of the People, fragments of the OPFL (Restoration of Ukraine and
Platform for Life and Peace), Batkivshchyna, and Dovira. The EU and Holka did not
vote.

Given that at a meeting of the Environmental Committee, the author of the draft law,
Fris,cited the Mazepa case as an example_of “pressure on business by law
enforcement agencies,” the Holka civil initiative decided to investigate how the
information field in this case was shaped last year by Telegram channels. As it turned
out, dishonest methods were used to whitewash a “virtuous” businessman.

Publications that contained signs of a smear campaign generated large-scale
information waves. This information campaign preceded the submission of at least
five bills in the interests of developers, the main risks of which are full amnesty for
carve-ups and de facto nullification of claims against developers.

At least, this is the number of legislative initiatives that have been identified during
this time. The public initiative wrote about this_earlier. The activity of the country's
main anti-corruption body, the National Anti-Corruption Agency, is particularly
significant here — or rather, its inaction.

Ultimately, this study provides an understanding of how “virtuous” businesses use
media platforms to lobby in their own interests.

“Political prisoner” Mazepa and ‘bad’
law enforcement officers. Wave One.

“Mazepagate” is howthis case was dubbed after Mazepa's detention by his own
defenders. The Dragon Capital website wrote that the owner of this company, Tomas
Fiala, could be next. It was he who bought Ukrayinska Pravda a few years ago and then
claimed that he did it “without the intention to increase his influence.”


http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/radan_gs09/ns_golos?g_id=28981
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/radan_gs09/ns_golos?g_id=28981
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/radan_gs09/ns_golos?g_id=28981
https://holka.org.ua/imenem-mazepy-amnistiya-derybannykam-i-rynkova-kompensacziya-shho-vyrishyv-ekologichnyj-komitet-u-parlamenti/
https://holka.org.ua/imenem-mazepy-amnistiya-derybannykam-i-rynkova-kompensacziya-shho-vyrishyv-ekologichnyj-komitet-u-parlamenti/
https://holka.org.ua/research/mazepagejt-yak-nedobrochesni-zabudovnyky-formuyut-informaczijne-pole-dlya-lobiyuvannya-interesiv-u-parlamenti/
https://glavcom.ua/publications/znos-bez-kompensatsiji-chi-amnistija-zemelnikh-zlochiniv-shcho-chekaje-na-villu-biznesmena-mazepi-999630.html
https://glavcom.ua/publications/znos-bez-kompensatsiji-chi-amnistija-zemelnikh-zlochiniv-shcho-chekaje-na-villu-biznesmena-mazepi-999630.html
https://dragon-capital.com/ua/media/our-comments/yak-spravi-u-tomasha-fiali-tisk-pravookhorontsiv-i-pogrozi-sanktsiyami-forbes-pogovoriv-iz-zasnovnikom-dragon-cap/
https://detector.media/infospace/article/188785/2021-06-03-tomash-fiala-ukrainska-pravda-ta-nv-budut-konkuruvaty-i-mozhlyvo-shche-zhorstkishe/

There were two waves of whitewashing in the Telegram space. The first wave was the
most powerful - in January last year, immediately after his arrest.
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The study analyzed the content of 222 Telegram channels for the period from January 1 to December 15, 2024

And here we need to remind you that Telegram still operates without paying taxes to
the state during the war. This is the black market of the advertising business. And it
was on this market that the “virtuous businessman” Mazepa was whitewashed.
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The study analyzed the content of 222 Telegram channels for the period from January 1 to December 15, 2024

Almost 34% of the news items covered Mazepa in a positive light. Such messages often
conveyed the position of Mazepa himself, his lawyers, or public defenders, of course,
without maintaining a balance.



The developer is compared to journalists who are actually being persecuted or
politicians:

First Bigus, then Nikolov, then Mazepa... Prepare Palatnyi. Members 9
66 of Klitschko's team are under surveillance,

-_says Volodymyr Tsybulko, whose statement was later shared on Telegram.

Colonel Chervinsky, General Marchenko, and General Pavlovsky are also mentioned
alongside Mazepa's name. Moreover, they wrote that Tatarov had a good chance of being
fired because of the Mazepa case. Thus, the developer became a “serious fighter against
the system”-Bankova Street. Moreover, because of the Mazepa story, Zelenskyy not only
“ate information shit” but also allegedly “had unpleasant communication with
ambassadors.”

Bepe3oBbiA COK

"3ni A3KMKK" 3 BaHKOBOI KayTb, Wo y TatTaposa A0BONI BUCOKI
LIAHCK BYTK 3BINEHEHMM NicnNA HU3KKW dakanie NoB'A3aHKUX 3

CUNOBUM BNOKOM Ta OCOBUCTOK YBarok HalIKUX 3axiaHuX
naptHepis Ao ictopin 3 BIHUS.INFO Ta Iropem Masenow. Tak

CTanocs, Wo 3eNeHCbKMA He N1LLE Nois iHhopMaLuinHoro nanHa

i icTOpIl, 2 1 MaB HENDUEMHE CNINKYBaHHA 3 Nocnamu. |

| Tam npuraganu Tatapoey Bci ocTaHHi dakanu - sig Tuwneka oo
Ma3zenu. | 3apas Ue BXe He NPoXaHHA, a Bumora. MNpesnaeHT,
i 3BICHO, MOXe il NPOIrHOPYBATHK, ane Hacnigku BiH posymie. Tomy

| NogMBMMOCS, AIKE pilleHH: Byae NPUAHATO. | He nuLe no

 Taraposy. Xoua s He 3MBYHOCA, SKILO ByayTh NPUAHATI AKICH
| HENoOrv4yHi Ta He nparmatrydi gii. Lle x 0N abo Wanitoniin, Ak woro
 HasuBawTb B "Cnysi Hapoay”. 668K & B.B. 10:48 |

Screenshot from the Berezovyi Sok Telegram channel

The line that Mazepa was a victim of Bankova Street and law enforcement officers
putting pressure on business was continued by his defense attorney, then a lawyer at
Miller Law Firm Oleksiy Nosov. He argued that the reason for the pressure could be
that Mazepa, a fighter, had created a platform to resist the pressure of law
enforcement on business. This is what Nosov said in an interview with Forbes, which
was later circulated on Telegram:



https://t.me/s/spravagromad/38645
https://www.deepl.com/uk/%E2%80%9Chttps:/www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=7814739265222817&id=100000604640696&mibextid=WC7FNe&rdid=uR2u5RMfOzTRFxOT#%E2%80%9D
https://www.deepl.com/uk/%E2%80%9Chttps:/t.me/s/batalionmonako/18129%E2%80%9D
https://t.me/s/Forbes_Ukraine_official/14933

"I mean, who is afraid of Igor Mazepa? Six months ago, he announced the 9

creation of a platform to counteract the pressure of law enforcement on business

with a register of dishonest law enforcement officers called Manifesto 42. We
66 believe this is no coincidence.

ﬂ Forbes Ukraine &

- 424K subscribers

«XT10 60iTbCA Iropa Maseny?». Forbes norosopue 3 Onekciem
HocoBum, ofHUM 3 NpeAcTaBHUKIB 3axucTy y cnpaei Masenu Ta
naptHepom komnawxil Miller Law Firm.

Y 4OTUpPLOX TOMax MaTepianis cnpasu XOAHOro A0Ka3y NPOBUHK
Masenu Hemae, poanoeigae Forbes Hocos. 3a woro cnosamm,

Iropto Ta noro 6paty KOpito BMIHAKOTE 3N0YMHHE YrpynyBaHHA 6e3
thaKTHYHOIO 3N04YMHY.

Hapasi TpuBae cTagia anensuii, Ha AKy, 3a 3aKOHOM, AETbCA N'ATb
OHiB. «[TiB poky Hasan Masena 3asBMB NPO CTBODEHHA
naargopmMK 408 NPOTHCTOAHHA TUCKY NPaBOOXOPOHLUIE HE BisHec
3 PEECTPOM HEYECHMX CHNOBHKIB «MaHigecTy 42». Mu BBaxaeEMO,
Lo ye He cnienaginHa», — 3aasue Hocos.

< MNoeHe iHTepB't0 — unTakTe Ha Forbes

@ Mignucatucsa Ha Forbes Ukraine
94K & 19:23

Screenshot from the Forbes Ukraine Telegram channel with a link to
an interview with Mazepa's lawyer Nosov

A few months later, Nosov, who defended “an honest fighter against law enforcement,
Mazepa,” and convinced that Mazepa was a victim, himself became the focus of law
enforcement agencies. NABU suspects him of offering $200,000 in another case “for
making a decision to transfer the case against the client to another pre-trial
investigation body.”

Miller Law Firm immediately issued a statement that the legal community interpreted as
a virtual admission of Nosov's guilt.


https://www.deadlawyers.org/u-milleriv-obshuk-nabu-vvazhaye-shho-partner-firmy-oleksij-nosov-proponuvav-habar/
https://forbes.ua/money/manifest-42-biznes-stvoryue-platformu-dlya-protistoyannya-tisku-pravookhorontsiv-ta-planuyut-reestr-nechesnikh-silovikiv-yak-pratsyuvatime-zadum-02082023-15162
https://forbes.ua/money/manifest-42-biznes-stvoryue-platformu-dlya-protistoyannya-tisku-pravookhorontsiv-ta-planuyut-reestr-nechesnikh-silovikiv-yak-pratsyuvatime-zadum-02082023-15162
https://forbes.ua/money/manifest-42-biznes-stvoryue-platformu-dlya-protistoyannya-tisku-pravookhorontsiv-ta-planuyut-reestr-nechesnikh-silovikiv-yak-pratsyuvatime-zadum-02082023-15162

During the campaign to whitewash Mazepa's image, they used not only the image of bad
Bankova Street but also tried to combine his image with the name of Zaluzhnyi, who has
a fairly high level of trust. This is also one way for technologists to construct a positive
image for a client, if necessary.

HOBWUHW MNPABOW: 6nor Onewko
55.6K subscribers

3a YyTKaMu yca «npoBuHa» Masenu B TOMY, WO BiH NOOGILAE
npodiHaHcysaT BMBOpYY KamnaHio 3anyxHoro - Ha baHkosin

icTepukal» KaHan lMNyTy.

s

Screenshot from the channel “Pravda News: Oleshko's Blog”

For comparison, only 8% of all the posts about Mazepa studied during the year were negative.

However, it is not only the number of positive posts about Mazepa but also their
reach - almost 14.2 million views (negative posts had almost 4.1 million views).
Positive posts were viewed about three and a half (!) times more. And this is quite
understandable, because these messages that whitewashed Mazepa constructed the image
of “bad law enforcement officers.” The audience likes “betrayal” more than “victory”.
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Thus, this information campaign was aimed not only at whitewashing Mazepa but
also at undermining trust in law enforcement agencies that put pressure on honest
business and engage in racketeering” and even decided to destroy the business:



https://t.me/s/jenya_zub_live_news/38302
https://t.me/s/jenya_zub_live_news/38302
https://t.me/s/AnatoliyAmelin/7351
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Sometimes, if the developer, like the last beggar, does not want to pay again and
again, the land can be returned to its original state and sold again to someone
else. In my opinion, this is the scenario we have all just seen in the case of Igor
Mazepa. And this process of “plucking geese” has no statute of limitations,” ”an
attack on honest business by unscrupulous law enforcement officers,

66

— they write on one of the Telegram channels.

The thesis that developers are poor, law enforcement officers are bad, and
that they are likely to be paid for has also become one of the key messages for
lobbyists. And while such lobbyists-people’'s deputies walk around the session
hall and convince their colleagues to vote for bills favorable to developers,
journalists and the public sector do not have access to the sidelines to at least
convey their position and talk to MPs.

3AKPWUTA 30HA

= 1 Ceasinna ABP yxe y ceitoeux 3MI. |HdopmaljiiiHe areHcTBO
Bloomberg, Ake ynTaTh BCi HAWbINbLLI CBITOBI NignpMemLi i Ton-
NOMNITUKMK, MALLE NPO 3aTPUMaHHA BIABEPTONO KPUTHUKA
NPaBoOOXOPOHHMUX OPraHiB | CyAiB 3a KOPYNUik | 3N0BXWUBAHHA
BNafow.

% Tak BOHM XapakTepuayoTb BisHecmera lropa Maseny,
3aTPMMAHOr0 ChOrofHi Ha YKPaiHCBKO-NONBCBKOMY KOPAOHI.

- AKUeHT, TpaauuiinHo, 3pobneHo Ha hakTi NOpYLUEHHS
npoueaypu saTpUMaHHA Ta NPoBEeAeHHA ODLLYKIB, L0 € CUIHANOM
HE TiINbKW ANA YKPAIHCBKKX NIANPHEMLUIB, 3 AKUMK AEpPHKaBa
BopeTbCA negb He BiNbLUE HiX i3 30BHILLHIM BOPOrom, a W AnA
napTHepis: «npaso BaHKoBOI» NOHaA 3aKOHOM.

Screenshot from the anonymous Telegram channel “Closed Zone”



To achieve their goal, these “virtuous” businessmen do not even stop at trying to
undermine Ukraine's credibility in the eyes of its international partners in times of
war through this “virtuous” information campaign: “An article has already been
published in the West with the headline 'An investment banker who complained
about corruption has been detained.’

To understand the scale of the impact on the audience, you can look at the reach of
individual posts. For example, one post by Trukha received almost 780,000 views.

However, it should be noted that there are anonymous channels and Telegram channels
of well-known media outlets. There should also be neutral coverage of the course of
events.

@ @ How did the media's Telegram channels work

during the first wave of the Mazepagate?

The analysis of these Telegram channels revealed that Forbes Ukraine and the media
pool associated with Tomas Fiala (Ukrayinska Pravda, Ekonomichna Pravda, NV)
made the most news on balance sheet issues. (However, it should be added that NV
provided an opportunity for the public sector to inform its audience about the risks
of the mentioned draft laws during the broadcasts.)

Attitude towards Thor Mazepa in the media’s Telegram channels: OLKA
Percent of the news in which the attitude to Mazepa is:

@ positive @ Neutral

The study analyzed the content of 222 Telegram channels for the period from January 1 to December 15, 2024



https://t.me/s/jenya_zub_live_news/38302
https://t.me/s/jenya_zub_live_news/38302
https://t.me/s/jenya_zub_live_news/38302

To understand, there are Telegram channels of media outlets that published exclusively
neutral content on the Mazepa case, such as Suspilne Novyny and Channel 24. And the
number of messages, even neutral ones, was much smaller. Therefore, a reasonable
question arises not only about positive content but also about the attention some
media paid to Mazepa's detention.

Speaking of politicians who influence the media sector, Petro Poroshenko personally
defended Mazepa and bloggers who may be sympathetic to him. This support from
Poroshenko was not only on Telegram but also on television, in particular on the
Pryamyi channel. The narratives are the same: “The arbitrariness of the security forces
jeopardizes the provision of assistance to Ukraine.” Poroshenko even posted this video
on his personal YouTube channel.

It is worth recalling here that IThor Mazepa eventually bought Leninska Kuznya,
which was previously owned by Poroshenko. This happened after Serhiy Tihipko
failed to pay for it. And the question arises: Where did Mazepa get the money from if
even Tigipko doesn't have it?

By the way, here's what Ekonomichna Pravda wrote about Mazepa and Leninska Kuznya:

9
However, according to the court registry, the EP learned that Tigipko had

previously made advance payments to Poroshenko and Kononenko's funds in the
amount of $7.9 million and $2.1 million, respectively. Therefore, there is a
possibility that Mazepa did not pay Tigipko or paid a small amount and
took over his obligations to Poroshenko and Kononenko.
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EKOHOMIYHA [TPABJIA

Mpote 3a maTepianamu i3 cyposoro peectpy ElN aisHanacs, wo Tirinko BCTUr 40 LboOro
cnnatutu chonaam MopoweHka i KOHOHEHKa aBaHCOBI nNnaTexi B po3mipi 79 MnH fon Ta
2,1 mnH gon BignogigHo. Tomy € UMOBIPHICTb, Wo Ma3sena He po3paxoByBaecs 3 TirinKom
abo cnnatme HeBeNnuKy cymy i nepebpas Ha cebe 3060B'A3aHHA nepes NopolweHKom Ta
KOHOHEHKOM.

A screenshot of the 2023 edition of Ekonomichna Pravda


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pMfVuwtBfE&t=20s
https://biz.liga.net/ua/all/all/novosti/ep-tihipko-prodav-kuzniu-na-rybalskomu-otrymavshy-vid-poperednikh-vlasnykiv-rakhunok-na-290-mln-4462623
https://epravda.com.ua/publications/2023/10/19/705626/

This text alone was published a few months before the Mazepagate. But after the
detention and after four bills (11134, 11135, 11184, 11185) were submitted to the
Parliament, an interview with Mazepa was published on Ekonomichna Pravda: “The
laws have “gray areas” for dishonest “cops”. Ihor Mazepa on pressure from law
enforcement, land schemes and criticism of Zelensky”.

EROHOMIYHA TTPABJTA

"V 3aKOHAX € "cipi 30HK" ana HegobpouecHnx
"MeHTln" Irop Maaena Npo TUCK
NPaBOOXOPOHLIB, 3eMe/ibHi CXeMU Ta KPUTUKY

3eneHcbKoro
/V M'

OMMTPO AEHHOB , JMWTPO PRCHIR — 24 KBITHA 2024, 1305

Screenshot from the website Ekonomichna Pravda, spring 2024

Such interviews in the leading media with similar headlines shape public opinion and
can have a significant impact on the parliamentary session hall because law enforcement
and their activities are a trigger.

And in the background of this interview, there is a mention of Lenin's Forge. But there is
no longer any information that “there is a possibility that Mazepa did not pay
Tigipko or paid a small amount and took over his obligations to Poroshenko and
Kononenko.” And there is no reference to the material that the editorial board itself
prepared several months ago. Instead, there is a mention of Mazepa's business partner,
the former mayor of Irpin and a person involved in anti-corruption investigations,
Volodymyr Karpliuk.


https://itd.rada.gov.ua/BILLINFO/Bills/Card/43918
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/43919
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/43919
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/44042
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/44045

EROHOMIYHA I1PABJIA

Concorde Capital Mazenw Haaae iHBECTULINHI Ta BPOKepPCbKi Nocnyru, Jonomarae
pecTpykTypusyeatu 6opri. KomnaHia Bonofie 21,5% B MeAuuHin mepexi
"[o6pobyT", CTapTanom 3 npoaaxy 3emni KupiPay, 3asoaom "Xaingenb6epruemeHT
VYKpaiHa", KomnaHieto "LleHTp "CoHAYHe pemecno” 3 BMA06YTKY BYpLITHHY, YaCTKOK
B nnatchopmi MakeUp, ma€e niueHsiwo Ha BUAOBYTOK rasy Ha /IbBiBLKHI.

Ma3zena € BnacHMKoM 3amicbkoro komnnekcy Shelest Ta geeenonepom KoTeKHOIo
micTeuka Goodlife park. ¥ 2022 poui Concorde BUKYNUB aKTUBK | HEPYXOMICTb 3aBoay
"Ky3Hf Ha Pubanbcbkomy" B Cepria Tirinka. Y 2023 poui Masena pa3om 3 KONULIWHIM
MICbKUM ronoBoto IpneHs, a HUHI 3abygosHUKOM Bonogumnpom Kapnniokom
3anycTUB NPOEKT BYAIBHMLUTBA KOTEAXXHOro MicTeuka "0.Kpaca" 8 IpneHi.

Screenshot from the certificate provided by EP for Mazepa's interview in the spring of 2024

A rally in front of the government because of the unpunished beating of activists in

Pryirpinia when Karpliuk was mayor of Irpin. 2017


https://kotsubynske.com.ua/2017/06/21/piket-pid-kabminom-aktyvisty-vymahayut-vidstavky-avakova/
https://kotsubynske.com.ua/2017/06/21/piket-pid-kabminom-aktyvisty-vymahayut-vidstavky-avakova/

The Telegram of Ekonomichna Pravda includes the positions of the Mazepa movement
42 and Mazepa himself. However, it does not include a position in law enforcement.

EMN. ExoHomiuHi XpoHiKK BifiHK

1 3atpumanna Mazenu: pyx "Mauitect 42" zaknukas ykpalHcbki
bizHec-ob eaHaHHA A0 CNPOTHMBY CBABINMAK TUNOBWX CHUANOBKMKIB.

Takox pyx "Be3 BENMKUX CNogiBaHb” 3HOBY 3aKNMKAE NPE3MAEHTa
3eneHcekoro BesnocepeaHbo posibpatuca y npobnemi TMCKY Ha
BizHec. 45K @ 10:59

ElN. ExoHomiuHi XpoHiKK BilHK

ET. ExoHoMi4HI XpOHIKKM BIRHK
& NMpokyparypa kNonose Npo 3actaey BisHECMEHY, 3aCHOBHUK. .

: _u |~ 3acHosumk Concorde Capital Irop Mazena, Aakoro suyopa
r , 3 '::1 zatpumano OBP y cnpasi npo 3aBonogidHA 3emners nobnuay
' | Kuiscbkoi FEC, npokoMeHTyBas KNoNoTaHHA NpoKypopis npo
zacraey B po3amipi 700 mMiNbAOHIB rPMBEHD.

"Mpokypopy NPOCATL AK 3anobixHuit 3axig AnA MeHe 3acTasy B
| poamipi 700 mnH rpd. He 700 rpmeedb, He 700 TUCAY rPUEBEHDb, a v
700 minbioHie rpueeds. | we 500 MnH rpH 3a moro Gpata. TobTo, m
AK MiHiMyM 1,2 MinbRpAa rpHBeHb 3a cnpasy, ge HIBUTo 36UTKKM
CTaHOBNATL 7 Minbitodie. 3 uudpamu y KX Biga: yasnao, Ak y Ei
HUX BYNM WKINBHI OWIHKKM 3 MatemaTukK ', - 06yproeTecA BizHecMmeH ;;:;
47k © 1353
e ESiZ = L s~ AN

A screenshot from the Telegram channel “EP. Economic Chronicles of War"

After this first wave of information campaigns by a “virtuous” business, a number of
politicians and experts, 4 (!) bills appeared in the Parliament one after another in the
spring, as mentioned above. One of the co-authors of several of these initiatives is the
aforementioned Fris. But it is worth mentioning another MP, Oleksandr Horobets,
who was recognized by Vox Ukraine as the reformer of 2023. He is supposed to
represent the interests of voters in the 95th district, which includes... the already
mentioned city of Irpin, rather than developers.



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2196763117342487&set=a.112866219065531
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2196763117342487&set=a.112866219065531

In general, the analysis of the content of the posts confirmed in the Mazepagate case
that the politicians quoted had a more positive attitude, while economists were divided
into those who were complimentary and those who were neutral. A significant segment
of the news space was neutral, except for the cases mentioned above.

Comparison of attitudes toward Mazepa depending on channel m
categories FHOLKA

Category of channel Attitude to Mazepa

News and media Neutral

Politics Positive

Economics and Finance

Law

As a rule, there is a pool of speakers who were referred to in their positive posts about
Mazepa by Telegram channels: his lawyer Oleksiy Nosov, Valeriy Pekar, director of
the Union of Ukrainian Entrepreneurs Oleksandr Konotopsky, co-founder of Riviera
Village Serhiy Slyusarenko, president of the International Payment Association Halyna
Heilo, Vasyl Khmelnytsky, Yuriy Zozulya, and the already mentioned Mazepa's group
Manifesto 42.

By the way, Zozulya appeared on a special program on Radio NV. Also, the study found
that if at least one of a series of such interviews on the NV Business website is labeled as
“NV premium,” this may indicate advertising. Such cases, when the labeling is present
on the website and absent in Telegram, are not isolated.



https://gpa.org.ua/ua/novyny/tysk-na-biznes-pid-chas-vijny-tse-postril-sobi-u-nogu-golova-mpa-galyna-hejlo/
https://gpa.org.ua/ua/novyny/tysk-na-biznes-pid-chas-vijny-tse-postril-sobi-u-nogu-golova-mpa-galyna-hejlo/
https://gpa.org.ua/ua/novyny/tysk-na-biznes-pid-chas-vijny-tse-postril-sobi-u-nogu-golova-mpa-galyna-hejlo/
https://podcasts.nv.ua/episode/28491.html
https://biz.nv.ua/ukr/finance/zatrimannya-igorya-mazepi-obshuki-zvinuvachennya-ta-maybutni-perspektivi-50385459.html
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A screenshot from the NV Business website, which has the “NV premium” label, and the NV
Telegram channel, which does not.

On the NV Telegram channel, the same message was viewed by more than 26,000
readers without any marking.

g Lobbying in the Parliament and Mazepa's

fﬁ.ﬁ trial as a newsworthy event. Wave two.

Given that the risks of the 4 draft laws (11134, 11135, 11184, 11185) mentioned
above have become publicized in the past six months thanks to the activities of the
public sector, lobbyists have obviously decided to reformat their plans. The working
group came to the conclusion that it is also necessary to introduce market
compensation for businesses from the budget if law enforcement officers decide to
take away property valuable to the state or community through the courts.

This approach was approved by one of the working group members, Supreme Court
Justice Vasyl Krat. This is how a new monster bill 12089 appeared, which
incorporated the risks of the previous bills.

The new initiative was submitted by the aforementioned MPs Ihor Fris, Oleksandr
Horobets, and several dozen of their colleagues on October 3. Then, “by a strange
coincidence,” the second wave of the Mazepagate began.


https://holka.org.ua/vikna-mozhlyvostej-dlya-zabudovnykiv-hto-proponuye-rynkovu-kompensacziyu-za-povernennya-rozderybanenyh-dilyanok/
https://holka.org.ua/kompensacziya-z-byudzhetu-dlya-derybannykiv-hto-v-parlamenti-proponuye-splachuvaty-yim-rynkovu-vartist/

The network of Telegram channels of the Trukha group is again working to whitewash
“virtuous” businesses. In particular, on October 8, amid news of the continuation of the
trial against businessman and CEO of Concorde Capital investment company Thor
Mazepa, Trukha's Telegram channels simultaneously disseminated statements by

Mazepa himself.

“Mazepa called for a public dialogue on Kostin's actions blocking foreign investment,”
“Mazepa accused the Prosecutor General of deliberately blocking_investments in the
Ukrainian economy,” “Prosecutor General's actions block foreign investment in Ukraine -

Mazepa.”
In addition to the Trukha group, other telegram channels also joined in spreading the

statements.

Telegram channels that spread the materials with the
signs of the pre-paid campaign. OLKA
These channels simultaneously spread the statements: “Mazepa called for a public dialogue on

Kostin's actions blocking foreign investment”, “Mazepa accused the Prosecutor General of
deliberately blocking investments in the Ukrainian economy”, “Prosecutor General's actions

block foreign investment in Ukraine - Mazepa.”
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https://t.me/s/UaOnlii/87194
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The key author of the bill, MP Thor Fris, is leading the draft through committees to be
considered in the Parliament. And then the legend of the Telegram space that Mazepa
is a “fighter and an honest businessman” who opposes Bankova and Tatarov... falls
apart.

Deputy Head of the President's Office, Oleh Tatarov, personally called for support
for draft law 12089 at the committee. Here is the official transcript. Tatarov's
position is very simple: “the so-called activists earn... a lot of money.”

CTEHOIPAMA
3acizaHHA KoMiTeTy BepXoBHoi Panu YKpaiHH 3 THTaHb MPaBOBOI MOJITHKH

14 mactomana 2024 poky

Beze 3acizaHHA roJosa koMmitety MACJIOB J1.B.

FOJIOBVIOUMIL. [axyio. Isame PomaHoBHYY. J[IAKYH0 TiJKOMIiTeTy.  aBTopaM
3aKOHOMNPOEKTY 3a ONpaloBaHHA.

V Hac Ha 3acilaHHi NPHCYTHIH 3acTyNHHK ronoBH Odicy IIpe3naenta Oner IOpiiiosnd

Tarapos. Bam cioBo. maHe Olneie.

TATAOB 0.10. [Isxyio.

IlaHOBHI HApOaHi JemyTaTH YkpaiHa! TpimKH y MeHe ropio, 3 roaocoM npobiema, ate

6yny HamaraTHca GyTH WiTKHM. TeMma 3aHadTo akTyaabHa. Ha mowaTky 2024 pokKy, KOIH MH
NoYaaH NpalrBaTH 3 Tak 3BaHHM GizHecoM, KoaH cTBopHiaH Paxy GizHecy mpH IlpeinneHTOBI
YKpﬂiHE, NHTAHHA HOMED OJHH, Ha AKE¢ BOHH CKADAHIHCE, - € OeCATKH MOIOBIB MO THX CAMHX
of'¢kTax. AKI HaNpaBIATHCA IO CYIY PI3HHMH NPaBOOXOPOHHHMH OpraHaMH, iHINIIOBAIHCEH
Pi3HHMH NPaBOOXOPOHHHMH OpraHaMH, NPOKYypaTyporo. € Taki B Hac i 3alymoBHHKH. 1 BigoMi
Gi3HECMEHH B CTOMHII, AKi No 20 pokiB GOpHOTHCA 3 HM ABHIIEM. BilNOBIIHO HA HBOMY KOKEH

3 MpAaBOOXOPOHIIB, KOXEH 3 JOTHUHHX 10 LBOTO, TAK 3BaHI aKTHBICTH, AKI PO3YMIIOTh, AK

CHTYAlliF0 CTBOPHTH, 3apol/d10Th BeIHK]I KomTH. BizHec BHTpadae 80 BiICOTKIB cBOro 4acy Ha

Gopore0y 3 FOPHIHYHHMH ABHIIAMH, AKHMHCE HEe3IPO3YMUIHMH. V 3B'3KY 3 LIHM IyXe NPOCHIH

YHODMVYBATH 3a3HAYICHE MHTAHHA.

Screenshot from the transcript of the discussion at the Committee on Legal Policy

Prior to the vote, the public initiative and the Anti-Corruption Action Center informed
MPs of the corruption risks and urged them not to vote. A “virtuous” business in support
of 12089 “in the name of Mazepa” immediately started working on Telegram.
Traditionally, UNIAN was also involved, and the main blows fell on Vitaliy Shabunin,
the head of the Anti-Corruption Action Center, who wrote a post on Facebook about the
risks of the bill.



https://t.me/s/uniannet/151421

This second wave was dispersed by channels with millions of viewers: Insider.UA, Ukraine
Online, Real War, Ukraine Now, and others. Up to 10 posts were launched in one day.
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Different Telegram channels posted the same messages with the signs of a pre-paid
campaign: the same text, quotes, and often the same photos

The civic initiative also informed the NACP about the corruption risks of draft law 12089,
but the anti-corruption expertise did not find all the risks mentioned in the letter,
although the letter was forwarded to the committee. In this case, the NACP became part
of the problem, not its solution.

It is not the first time that developers have lobbied for their interests through Parliament
in times of war. It is worth recalling the scandalous urban planning “reform” of 5655 by
Olena Shulyak, the head of the Servant of the People party, whose risks were
emphasized by both the European Parliament and the European Commission. The Royal
Chatham House Institute saw in draft law 5655, promoted by former Deputy Prime
Minister Oleksandr Kubrakov, a threat to the emergence of construction cartels. The
NACP also failed to properly fulfill its function in this case.

After that, the lobbyists realized that 5655 was not going to pass and began to “reform”
the legislation in a different way - they submitted several bills, and when the public
sector had time to analyze them, they merged them into one (12089) to make it easier to
pass a vote in Parliament. Thus, the draft law has already passed the first reading only a
month and a half after its consideration, and it is being prepared for the second reading.


https://holka.org.ua/kompensacziya-z-byudzhetu-dlya-derybannykiv-nazk-vyyavylo-korupczijni-ryzyky-u-proyekti-12089/
https://holka.org.ua/research/analiz_5655_mohylnyi_shuliak_holka/
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Mazepa's business partner, former mayor of Irpin Karpliuk, campaigns for 5655 on UNIAN

Given the accelerated turbo mode in the Verkhovna Rada during the war, it may appear
in the parliamentary hall for consideration very soon. Another information wave in
support of the finalization of draft law 12089 has already begun.

For reference, the study covered 222 Telegram channels, of which 1012 posts were included in
the sample for analysis. These posts informed readers about the progress of the Ihor Mazepa
case in 2024. The methodology can be found on the website of the Holka civic initiative.

"Holka wrote letters to the media regarding their comments on January 21. We will publish
them as soon as they are received.
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https://epravda.com.ua/biznes/vidlunnya-spravi-mazepi-802265/

